The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
men did everything in their power to bring about that result, but when perfect discipline, the greatest enthusiasm and the most strenuous efforts on the part of every individual cannot prevent a stage of exhaustion, the will of the commander is equally powerless.
We built a branch line from Willenberg via Chorshele to Ostrolenka, and repaired the other lines as quickly as possible, but the lines of communication by road became ever longer and far exceeded the one hundred and twenty kilometres which we had regarded as the extreme limit. The Entente were better off during their big attacks in the summer of 1918. They had numerous railway connections running direct from behind their front line, and were able to bring up their enormous supply of munitions continuously, and thus support their infantry effectively. Motor transport enabled the infantry to recuperate in good, well-furnished billets, and return to the line again and again with renewed vigour.
Operations continued in accordance with the plans of the General Staff. At the end of July Cholm and Lublin fell into our hands. Further east we were not making much progress, and thus gave the Russians time to withdraw troops from the salient we were making in their line, and send them south to form a new front.
General von Woyrsch took the western bridgehead of Ivan-gorod, and on July 28th crossed the Vistula to the north of this point under the enemy's nose and was heavily attacked. I thought this crossing very hazardous. Tactically it succeeded, but it did not alter the general strategic situation.
The Russians facing the gth Army withdrew from the outer defences of Warsaw, and early in August from Warsaw itself.
On August 5th the gth Army occupied the capital of Poland. This army was taken out of our command and placed under the direct orders of General Headquarters. Field-Marshal Prince Leopold of Bavaria was, at the satne time, put in command of Woyrsch's Detachment. No doubt General Headquarters had their own good reasons for thus reorganizing the commands, but it did not simplify matters for me, especially as the lines of
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